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DAYTON, Ohio, May 16, 1974 Reverend Raymond A. Roesch, President 
of the University of Dayton, released the following statement today on the 
report of the Citizens' Task Force on Higher Education. 
"I commend the Task Force for its extensive probe into the problems of 
higher education of Ohio and agree with its comment that 'we see the report 
as an agenda, a beginning rather than a finished product' and the hope 'that 
it will serve as a catalyst for lifting the sights of Ohio citizens toward 
higher education'. While we study the report extensively in the weeks ahead 
with others in higher education, we want to say there are some aspects 
which call for wholehearted support; some areas which need clarification; 
and a few points which disappoint us. 
"From an overall viewpoint, the report recognizes to some extent the 
importance of private higher education to Ohio, although I personally would 
have wished for a clear delineation of the public service role of private 
institutions under the issue of Mission and for a greater awareness of the 
potential savings to Ohio taxpayers through greater use by the state of this 
potential. I have long favored a modified form of the state subsidy going 
to the student, not the University, so that the student has a greater freedom 
of choice. Also, I have often urged that the state help the private institu. 
tions in the purchase of library books, etc. which would be available to 
students and citizens in the university area. These books could easily be 
state-owned but located in our librari~s. 
~ "I heartily concur that Ohio does not need to establish additional 
two or four-year undergraduate campuses or expand existing two-year insti~ 
tutions into four-year institutions. I also favor the priority of the 
Ohio Instructional Grant program being given to students from low-income 
families. In the recent past, the University of Dayton and other private 
institutions have often committed greater resources to these students than 
have the public institutions, and I look forward to increased state support 
in this regard. 
"Recommendation #5 provides for a grant to accompany every OIG student 
attending a private college or 1:':1i versi ty • Al though this is a step in the 
right direction, it is limited to the low or iliow-middle income student, 
whereas the savings to Ohio taxpayers of students attending private colleges 
and universities applies to all students, not just those of low or modest 
means. 
"We are particularly interested in the state's elimination of unwarranted 
duplication and unnecessary competition as recommended by the Task Force. 
How this can be accomplished needs to be carefully considered. Private higher 
education in Ohio has long subscribed to this principle provided adequate 
safeguards exist to protect institutional autonomy. For our part, we can 
foresee a greater role by the Dayton-Mi ami Valley Consortium with state 
support whereby neighboring institutions can, through cooperation and trust, 
avoid unnecessary and costly duplication and competition. 
"One of the Task Force's most important recommendations is that "state 
funding for all of higher education should be substantially increased.' 
Other states leave Ohio pitifully behind in this regard, and the entire state, 
not just the students, suffer. As I emphasized earlier, much of this increased 
funding should go directly to the student to attend the Ohio college or 
university of his choice. 
"The University of Dayton is hopeful that future dialogue on these vital 
issues will clarify and expand upon the recommendations in an atmosphere of 
true cooperation for the overall good of the entire state." 
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